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There is a popular narration regarding the revelation of Surah Najm, which says 

that this Surah was revealed about the descending of a star on Imam Ali (as)’s 

house. The story goes like this…. 

Rabi’ah bin Muhammad related through his chain of narrators from Anas 

bin Malik: 

One star descended from the sky and the Prophet (saww) said: “Pay attention 

and see on whose house the star lands. The person of this house will be my 

successor after me.” thus, we looked at it and it landed on the house of Imam 

Ali (as). A group said: “Muhammad (saww) made a mistake due to his 

excessive love of Ali (as).” Therefore, two verses from the chaoter of the Star 

were revealed. “By the setting star! Your companion (i.e the Prophet) has not 

strayed, he is not deluded” (Quran, 53:1-2). 

[Mizan al i’tidal, 2:45 and Abi al Hasan Ali bin Muhammad ibn Maghazili, in 

Manaqib Ali bin Abi Talib, (Edition: Tehran: al-Maktab al-Islamiyyah,1982), 

p.266] 

The author of Mizan al-i’tidal regarded this hadith as false and said: “Jorjani, who 

is a transmitter of this hadith has rejected the veracity of Rabi’ah bin 

Muhammad.” [ibid.] 

 

As for the shia sources, we can find all narration from different sources, related to 

this issue in Bihar al anwar, Vol 35, Chap 8. In this chapter Allama Majlisi has 

mentioned total 11 narrations. 

What is interesting is that all these narrations have differences between them (a 

peculiarity of fabricated narrations). In some narrations it is reported that the event 

of the start took place in the year of the conquest of Mecca and in others it was 

after the event of Ghadir and in others it was during the illness of the Prophet 

(saww). None of these can be reconciled with the fact that Surah Najm was 

revealed in Mecca, before the Hijrah to Madina (ref to Tafseer al Mizan, Allama 

Tabatabai). 



There are other striking differences between the narrations themselves, for example 

some state that the star descended during the day, while others suggest that it 

descended during the night. In some reports it says that the star came down after 

the night prayer, while other narrations say that it wad during the dawn, during the  

sunrise or midday. 

Ayatullah Asif Muhsini (ra) has compiled a book called “Mashra’atu Bihar al 

Anwar”, in which he has collected the authentic narrations. Interestingly, he did 

not even consider this chapter worth mentioning, because not even one narration in 

this chapter is authentic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Contradiction with Quran and established history: 

Now let us look at how this event in it self is totally illogical and contradicts with 

the Quran and established historical facts, as discussed by Ayatullah Nematollah 

Salehi Najafabadi. 

1. Surah Najm (ch 53) was revealed in Mecca (before Hijrah) (Ref: Tafseel al 

Mizan, Allama Tabatabai), whereas Anas bin Malik, who is the narrator of 

this report, was a resident of Madina. During the Hijrah (migration) of the 

Prophet (saww) from Mecca to Madina, he was a small child of about 8 – 10 

years of age (Usd al Ghaba 1:127) and had not yet come to Mecca to have 

been present when this so called star descended upon the house of Imam Ali 

(as) to relate this report. 

 

2. Imam Ali (as) did not have a house in Mecca and as such he transferred from 

the house of Abu Talib to the house of the Prophet (saww) and stayed in the 

same house before and after the start if the Prophetic ministry. He was 

educated and brought up by the Prophet (saww). Consequently, Ali (as) did 

not have a house in Mecca for a star to descend upon. If we accept that 

Surah Najm was the first chaoter of the Quran that the Prophet (saww) 

desseminated for the believers and polythiests (Tafseer al Mizan), it would 

have been during the early phase of the Prophetic mission and during that 

time Ali (as) had not yet even reached the age of 15 years. How is it possible 

for him to own a house upon which a star would descend when he was a 

young bachelor? 

 

3. If this anecdote is true, then in the verse dealing with the star, instead of 

“Idha” it should have been “Idh” because “Idh” is used in places where the 

event has actually taken place and the intention is to relate a story, such as 

“When (Idh) they massed against you from above and below, your eyes 

rolled (in fear)…..”(33:10). “Idha” is employed in places where the intent is 

to relate a report that continuously takes place such as: “By the night when 

(idha) it darkens and the day when (idha) is lights up” (92:1-2). It is known 

that the disappearance of the night and the onset of the day takes place on an 

ongoing basis till the day of judgement. Consequently, the verse in question 



pertains to a situation that us continuous and ongoing and the meaning 

would be something like: “Swear by the star that descends and disappears” 

and it is known that both these characteristics regarding the start are ongoing 

and perpetual. therefore the verse does not deal with a start that had 

descended upon a house, rather the oath is taken by the start that perpetually 

rises and sets. Therefore this verse is not compatible with the descent of the 

star on the house of Imam Ali (as) because it does not relate a story that 

happened in the past, rather it is a perpetual state that repeats every night and 

this will continue till the day of judgement. 

 

4. It is well know that stars are much larger than the earth, many stars are 

hundreds of times larger, hotter and brighter than the sun, how is it possible 

for a star to descend on a little house? Perhaps those who relate this hadith 

were among the laity who believed that the stars are of the same size as seen 

by the naked eye from the earth. 

  

Therefore, in light of the facts mentioned: 

a) None of the narrations is authentic and the narrations are not reconcilable 

since they differ among each other. 

b) They conflict with the clear meaning of the verse. 

c) It contradicts the established facts of history and science. 

We conclude that this is definitely a fabricated narration, either concocted by an 

extreme lover of the Imam (as) to raise the status of the Imam (as), or the narration 

could have been concocted by the enemies in order to mock the lovers of the 

Imams (as). 

 

In any case, the narrations cannot be accepted. 


